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6 4°Io of the UK adult population think

an education in religion and
worldviews (or RE) is an important part
of the school curriculum.’
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The public also recognises on
society. In a 2021 survey a majority believed RE can:

ISSUES OF THE DAY’

Help young people gain a better understanding
of their own beliefs

Foster mutual understanding of different beliefs
among young people

GOOD RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CREATES

INDEPENDENT AND CRITICAL THINKERS, PREPARED FOR THE

DIVERSITY OF BELIEF
@.202

IN MODERN BRITAIN AND
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Time spent on the subject is

of primary teachers report time spent on
teaching RE has increased or stayed the same

of academies without a religious character have
p E R FO R MAN CE reported an increase in time to teach RE°

However, too many schools are

The 2021 Ofsted Research breaking the law by not teaching RE

Review identified barriers to

high-quality RE teaching in 349/o of academies report
schools including: ” no timetabled RE "

l Around 500 secondary schools

Insufficient time A lack of a

still report zero hours of RE

to te.a,Ch an ’scholurly provision in Year 11
ambitious RE upprouch’
curriculum

RE also continues to be neglected on the
school timetable in favour of EBacc subjects:

Insufficient
Some teachers On average 5 hours of RE are allocated

professional embedding to each ‘teacher of RE’ at Key Stage 3
development for unhelpful as opposed to 7 for history®

teachers of RE misconceptions

f Gaps in teacher subject
W |nowledge

THEY PROVIDE THE RIGHT AMOUNT OF

STUDENTS ACROSS THE YEAR GROUPS x
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IMPORTANT. GOOD QUALITY RE IS ESSENTIAL IN
DEVELOPING CHILDREN’S KNOWLEDGE OF BRITISH

G OVE R N M E N T VALUES AND TRADITIONS, AND THOSE OF OTHER COUNTRIES.
RE IS A VITAL PART OF FOSTERING UNDERSTANDING
AMONG DIFFERENT FAITHS AND BELIEFS... ’ ’
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Progress made in GCSE
entries since 2010 is starting
to unravel. Between 2016
and 2021 entries for the full
course fell by almost 20%."
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BACKED UP WITH ACTION X
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WE WANT A HIGH-QUALITY EDUCATION

THE FUTURE : IN RELIGION AND WORLDVIEWS

) FOR ALL PUPILS IN ALL SCHOOLS,

Q TAUGHT BY WELL-QUALIFIED AND
TRAINED TEACHERS

WE CAN ACHIEVE THIS BY:
REINSTATING THE = 2
TEACHER TRAINING
BURSARY FOR RE CORE REPORT RELIGION AND WORLDVIEWS:
THE WAY FORWARD

GOVERNMENT RECOGNISING PUBLIC,

SCHOOLS NOT CURRENTLY 0 PARENT AND PUPIL SUPPORT

3 TEACHING SUFFICIENT RE FOR THE SUBJECT BY PROPERLY

FUNDING IT IN LINE WITH THE
== WITH THE LAW REST OF THE CURRICULUM

I've really enjoyed the RE is the one time
‘ ‘ last two years studying WH AT pU p".S S AY. ‘ ‘ in school where

RE, for not only the you can talk, listen

deeper understanding of life and try to make sense of
it intends, but the analytical people, events and beliefs
mind it encourages. in the world.

NAT, YEAR Q SHREYA, YEAR 10

In neglecting religious education, we leave a gaping hole in our school
‘ ‘ curriculum. It leaves young people unprepared for the ethical, moral
and religious debates that influence life in modern Britain and the wider
world. Put simply, we miss an opportunity to positively enhance our children’s , ,

and our society’s future.
SIR PETER BOTTOMLEY MP, FATHER OF THE HOUSE
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