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IS THE REPORT EXEMPT? No

IS THE REPORT CONFIDENTIAL? No

SUMMARY: The report summarises inspectors’ judgements on schools’ provision for pupils’ SMSC development in those schools 
inspected by OFSTED since the last report presented to SACRE on 11th November 2014

DISCUSSION: The present inspection framework (Section 5) does not require inspectors to grade SMSC but asks for it to be embedded 
throughout the report. SMSC now includes judgements about the way schools promote British values and prepares pupils for life in 
modern Britain.
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RECOMMENDATION: That the report be noted and any comments made as  necessary.

APPENDICES – None

BACKGROUND PAPERS: The following background papers, as defined in the Local Government Act 1972, were relied upon in writing 
this report.

PAPER TYPE TITLE DATE ACCESSIBILITY
OFSTED Inspection Reports Various School Improvement Service County OfficesP
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Analysis of SMSC in Ofsted reports for Lincolnshire: SACRE meeting 02.04.15

School NOR Date 
inspected

Overall 
Effectiveness

SMSC

PRIMARY
The Lincoln St 
Peter at Gowts 
CE PS

234 1-2 October
2014

Requires 
improvement

The teaching includes topics on different religious beliefs, festivals, 
cultures, and civilisations, on which the pupils reflect sensibly and 
show interest.

The Spalding 
Parish CE Day 
School
Spalding

426 1-2 Oct 2014 Good The curriculum makes a strong contribution to pupils’ spiritual, 
moral, social and cultural development. Pupils have a strong sense 
of right and wrong and are prepared well for life in modern 
Britain. Tolerance and respect for people of all faiths is a feature 
throughout the school and this is seen by the array of activities, 
visitors and celebrations throughout the year.

The 
Donnington-on-
Bain School
Louth

71 7-8 Oct 2014 Good The school promotes pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
development very effectively. The school has links with schools 
overseas and pupils have also visited places of worship, sampled 
Indian food and tried on clothes from other countries. They are 
well prepared to participate as citizens in modern Britain.

Church Lane PS
Sleaford

190 7-8 Oct 2014 Outstanding School leaders promote spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
development throughout the curriculum and the ethos of the 
school. The school has won an international award through 
UNICEF for being a ‘Rights Respecting School’. There is an elected 
school council that has weekly opportunities to express views 
about school improvements and to plan national and global 
charitable collections and school festivals. The high level of 
harmony within the school illustrates the tolerance and respect 
pupils show to each other.
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School NOR Date 
inspected

Overall 
Effectiveness

SMSC

Skegness Infant 
Academy

304 7-8 Oct 2014 Good Pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is well 
promoted. The academy prepares pupils well for the next stage of 
their education. The school promotes acceptance of people from 
different backgrounds or with different beliefs and is well aware of 
the importance of pupils being well prepared for life in modern 
Britain.

Waddington All 
Saints PS
Lincoln

362 7-8 Oct 2014 Outstanding Pupils are very well equipped with excellent basic skills and have 
a keen awareness of spiritual, moral, social and cultural issues. 
Consequently, they are superbly prepared for the next stage of 
their education and for their future lives in modern Britain. 
Interesting visitors to the school from other cultures all add 
greatly to pupils’ enjoyment of learning.

Malcolm Sargent 
PS
Stamford

550 8-9 Oct 2014 Good The school promotes British values well through its curriculum. 
Pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is very 
well promoted through doing things ‘ The Malcolm Sargent way’. 
The curriculum is broad and balanced and helps pupils to prepare 
for the next stage of their education and for life in modern Britain. 

The 
Gainsborough 
Hillcrest Early 
Years Academy 

220 8-9 Oct 2014 Outstanding The lively range of subjects taught, and some activities in the local 
area, promote pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
development exceptionally well. The academy needs to extend the 
range of cultural experience for children by making even better 
use of local resources. The academy prepares pupils well for life in 
modern Britain. However, the curriculum does not always fully 
reflect the various cultures and faiths represented or what they 
have in common, or use the local area as fully as possible for this 
purpose.
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School NOR Date 
inspected

Overall 
Effectiveness

SMSC

Friskney All 
Saints C of E 
(Aided ) PS
Boston

152 15-16 Oct 
2014

Good The curriculum is broad and well balanced. There is an excellent 
focus on provision for pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
development and good preparation for life in modern Britain by, 
for example, an exceptional range of opportunities for older pupils 
to take on responsibilities and learning about democracy and the 
importance of the rule of law. 

The 
Gainsborough 
Charles Bain 
Community PS

207 15-16 Oct 
2014

Good Pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is good 
and this makes an important contribution to their good behaviour. 
The curriculum is well planned, most topics have a linked trip or 
visit and a good range of activities and clubs enriches the 
curriculum. These activities contribute strongly to pupils’ spiritual, 
moral, social and cultural development and their enjoyment of 
learning. The promotion of tolerance and respect for all is a high 
priority in order for pupils to be prepared for life in modern 
Britain. Pupils are reflective and can offer reasoned views about 
moral, social and ethical issues. 

Nocton 
Community PS
Lincoln

55 21-22 Oct 
2014

Good The school has a rich curriculum which prepares pupils very well 
for the next stage of their education and for their responsibilities 
as citizens in modern British democratic society. The curriculum 
prioritises pupils’ basic skills well and  successfully promotes their 
spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. The school has 
good thought –provoking assemblies and sessions where pupils 
are encouraged to listen to each other and express their thoughts 
and feelings. An ‘Indian Day ‘ involving singing and dancing greatly 
helped their understandings of another culture.
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School NOR Date 
inspected

Overall 
Effectiveness

SMSC

The Middle 
Rasen PS
Market Rasen

104 21-22 Oct 
2014

Good Provision for pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
development is good. They become more mature and responsible 
in preparation for their role as adult citizens in British democratic 
society. Pupils’ cultural development is limited by a lack of first-
hand experience of the diverse make up of modern British society. 
The school needs to extend pupils’ opportunities to have first-
hand interaction with their counterparts from different 
backgrounds beyond the immediate locality. Provision for pupils’ 
personal development gives them understanding of their future 
responsibilities as adult citizens within the context of their own 
social and cultural development. Governors are aware of the 
importance of pupils being well prepared for life in modern 
Britain. They make sure that the school promotes acceptance of 
people from different backgrounds or with different beliefs. 

Gipsey Bridge 
Academy
Boston

103 22-23 Oct 
2014

Good The academy promotes pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
development well. Pupils are well prepared for life in modern 
Britain. The curriculum and the ethos within the academy helps 
pupils to develop skills in being resourceful and reflective, and 
work very well together. Religious education lessons help them to 
respect the feelings and beliefs of different faiths in preparation 
for life in modern Britain. Teachers make good links between 
subjects to promote pupils’ confidence and enjoyment, as well as 
their spiritual and cultural development.

St Anne’s CE PS
Grantham

205 22-23 Oct 
2014

Good Pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is 
strengthened through well-established community links and 
vibrant work in religious education, art, music and sport. Close 
links with the local community, especially with the church also 
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make a positive contribution. Pupils’ enjoyment and skills in 
singing resonate in the collective worship sessions. Pupils are 
being prepared adequately for life in modern multi-cultural 
Britain, for example through work to ensure that they understand 
and tolerate different beliefs and cultures.

School NOR Date 
inspected

Overall 
Effectiveness

SMSC

Benjamin 
Adlard 
Community 
School
Gainsborough

5-6 Nov 2014 Inadequate Aspects of pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 
are promoted well in certain subjects, such as English, art and 
religious education. Core values of care, kindness, respect and 
tolerance are effectively promoted so pupils understand about life 
in modern Britain.

Fishtoft 
Academy
Boston

73 5-6 Nov 2014 Good All staff and governors make sure activities promote pupils’ 
spiritual, moral, social and cultural development well. Pupils are 
interested in those from different cultures, faiths and backgrounds 
because staff celebrate the school’s cultural diversity, which 
prepares pupils well for life in modern Britain. Pupils show 
tolerance and respect and this is reflected in their positive 
attitudes to each other and good behaviour.

Osbournby PS
Sleaford

97 5-6 Nov 2014 Requires 
improvement

Opportunities to promote pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and 
cultural development are woven through all aspects of school life. 
These activities promote pupils’ growing sense of responsibility, 
understanding and tolerance of difference, preparing them well 
for life in modern Britain.

Halton Holegate 
CE PS
Spilsby

59 11-12 Nov 
2014

Good Pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is 
promoted well. Governors make sure that pupils are well prepared 
to take their places as citizens in modern Britain, and are aware of 
the need for tolerance and understanding towards people whose 
beliefs or backgrounds may be different from their own. Although 
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all current pupils are White British they show a good awareness of 
the diversity of modern British society. They speak knowledgeably 
about other people’s backgrounds and beliefs.

School NOR Date 
inspected

Overall 
Effectiveness

SMSC

St 
Bartholomews 
CE PS
Spalding

92 25-26 Nov 
2014

Good Strong Christian values and a sense of moral purpose drive all 
aspects of leadership and management in school. The spiritual, 
moral, social and cultural development of all pupils at the school is 
outstanding. The combination of positive attitudes and values is 
equipping pupils well for later life and learning in modern Britain. 
The Christian ethos of the school underpins an exceptionally high 
level of care and respect. The pupils are confident and caring 
young people who want to make a difference in their school and 
wider community.

Lincoln Monks 
Abbey PS

455 4-5 Dec 2014 Good The school is rightly pleased with its effective teaching and the 
well-organised curriculum that contribute fully to pupil’s spiritual, 
moral, social and cultural development. Extra activities, such as 
the work of the school council and visits to the local council, 
promote pupils’ awareness of British values of democracy at work.

Grimoldby PS
Louth

227 9-10 Dec 
2014

Requires 
improvement

The school promotes pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
development well and the pupils have a good range of 
opportunities, which serve to develop this. The school emphasises 
its values, and pupils have a strong sense of fairness and of what is 
right and wrong. This serves to re-enforce their understanding of 
being British and prepares them well for life in modern Britain. 

Alford PS
Alford

341 10-11 
Dec.2014

Requires 
improvement

There is good provision for pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and 
cultural development. Pupils are prepared effectively for life in 
modern Britain. Senior leaders ensure pupils’ development helps 
to create a harmonious community. Core values, such as honesty, 
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respect and tolerance are fostered throughout the school and so 
pupils are well prepared for life in modern Britain. 

School NOR Date 
inspected

Overall 
Effectiveness

SMSC

Weston Hills C E 
PS
Spalding

144 15-16 Jan 
2015

Good Close links with the church and local community mean that pupils’ 
spiritual, moral, social and cultural awareness is well developed, 
through the subjects they study and through assemblies. They 
learn about other cultures and beliefs, for example, through a link 
with a school in Gambia. Pupils’ overall learning experiences 
prepare them well for life in modern Britain.

Hawthorn Tree 
School
Boston

355 14-15 Jan 
2015

Requires 
improvement

Pupils from a range of different backgrounds and ethnicities show 
respect and tolerance towards each other and towards adults. 
Pupils develop their spiritual, moral, social and cultural awareness 
through a wide and varied curriculum. Leaders have ensured that 
behaviour is good and that pupils have a clear sense of right and 
wrong. The school prepares pupils well for life in modern Britain.

Sutton Bridge 
Westmere 
Community PS
Spalding

236 21-22 Jan 
2015 

Good The broad curriculum ensures that pupils develop both good 
literacy and numeracy skills and good support for their spiritual, 
moral, social and cultural development. Pupils learn about key 
values and concepts, such as democracy and tolerance. This, and 
their regular opportunities to study other countries, which their 
classes are named after, promotes pupils’ understanding of other 
cultures and prepares them well for life in modern Britain.

The Holbeach St 
Mark’s CE PS
Spalding

47 21-22 Jan 
2015

Good Pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is good 
and makes an important contribution to their positive attitudes to 
each other and their work. As a result, pupils are well prepared for 
their next stage of education and for life in modern Britain. Pupils 
have a very good understanding of key British values, including 
tolerance and mutual respect. During the inspection Year 5 and 6 
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pupils led an assembly on thinking about the needs of others and 
encouraged all the pupils to reflect on what they could do to help 
people in the wider society.

School NOR Date 
inspected

Overall 
Effectiveness

SMSC

Gedney Drove 
End PS
Spalding

44 21-22 Jan 
2015

Good The school promotes good spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
development. Pupils are taught key values, which are emphasised 
throughout the school, such as tolerance and respect for others, 
and are given frequent opportunities to learn about other faiths 
and cultures. In this way, leaders ensure there is no discrimination 
and that pupils are well prepared for life in modern Britain.

St Paul’s 
Community 
Primary and 
Nursery School
Spalding

244 4-5 Feb 2015 Requires 
improvement

Pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural understanding is 
promoted appropriately throughout the school. Books and 
displays show the school gives pupils regular chances to find out 
about other faiths and cultures. Although pupils can remember the 
activities, they find it harder to explain what they stand for and the 
religion or culture they represent. The school is working on this. 
Pupils help to put together class charters, which are displayed in 
each classroom and help them to think carefully about how they 
should act. These develop the pupils’ understanding of the 
democratic system in which we live and their respect for the rules 
we have. They are a constant reminder that they should treat 
other pupils as they want to be treated and are just one of the 
ways in which pupils demonstrate British values.

Digby CE School
Lincoln

93 4-5 Feb 2015 Good The rich, vibrant range of subjects and opportunities the school 
provides makes an outstanding contribution to pupils’ spiritual, 
moral, social and cultural development. Pupils in all year groups 
can explain what the three core values of the school, ‘Friendship, 
Respect and Honesty’ mean to them. The police cadet work in 
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particular helps all pupils learn about the rule of law, democracy, 
and the right to individual liberty and respect. The range of 
experiences offered equips all pupils well for their future life in 
modern Britain.

SECONDARY

School NOR Date 
inspected

Overall 
Effectiveness

SMSC

The 
Gainsborough 
Academy
Gainsborough

802 1-2Oct 2014 Requires 
improvement

Students’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is now 
a strength of the school. They are reflective about their beliefs and 
thoughtful about the importance of democracy. This is because 
many of them are in elected posts of responsibility and have 
contributed to the academy’s improvement. They understand the 
value of personal freedoms, tolerate different opinions and know 
the dangers posed by political extremism and behaviour, which is 
unlawful. 

Cherry 
Willingham 
community 
School
Lincoln

346 6-7 Nov 2014 Requires 
improvement

There are many opportunities to develop and broaden students’ 
thinking and to reflect what it means to live in modern Britain. The 
school prepares them well to live in a diverse society. This makes a 
strong contribution to students’ personal, spiritual, moral, social 
and cultural development.

Boston High 
School
Boston 

718 13-14th 
Nov.2014

Good Teaching does not always consistently challenge the most-able 
students to ensure they achieve the highest GCSE grades in all 
subjects, especially in art and religious education. Equality of 
opportunity is at the heart of the school’s work to prepare 
students for life in modern Britain. Student’s spiritual, moral, 
social and cultural development is outstanding be cause it is at the 
centre of the schools’ aims to develop fully rounded students not 
only in their academic results, but also through opportunities to 
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perform, play sport and take on leadership roles. Students quickly 
develop fundamental values, such as tolerance and understanding 
of the challenges facing others, as well as skills they need to 
contribute fully to life in modern democratic Britain. 

School NOR Date 
inspected

Overall 
Effectiveness

SMSC

Branston 
Community 
Academy
Lincoln

192 19-20 Nov 
2014

Requires 
improvement

Assemblies are used to encourage students to discuss and learn 
about a wide variety of subjects, particularly those with a moral 
aspect, such as the rights of the individual, or crime and 
punishment. This supports students’ social and moral, spiritual 
and cultural development well. Students’ understanding of 
democracy is promoted well. They learn other key values such as 
tolerance and are well prepared for life in modern Britain. Issues 
relating to extremism are included in the academy’s curriculum; 
students demonstrate good understanding of this and other issues.

Cordeaux 
Academy
Louth

577 9-10 Dec 
2014

Requires 
improvement

An extensive programme of educational visits, residential trips 
including overseas experiences, sporting events and other 
activities help promote students’ well being and their spiritual, 
moral, social and cultural development. On ‘Drop down days’ the 
timetable is suspended and students participate in activities that 
raise their aspirations for the future and promote their spiritual, 
moral, social and cultural development. They are prepared well for 
life in diverse modern British society.

Stamford 
Welland 
Academy

352 21-22 Jan 
2015

Requires 
improvement

Students’ spiritual, moral, social, moral and cultural development 
is well catered for. British values are embedded in the curriculum 
and ethos of the academy so students are well prepared for life in 
modern Britain. Governors are committed to ensuring that the 
academy promotes British values.
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School NOR Date 
inspected

Overall 
Effectiveness

SMSC

Caistor 
Yarborough 
Academy

399 28-29 Jan 
2015

Requires 
improvement

The curriculum contributes well to students’ social and moral 
development. The ‘Every One Matters’ programme of study, which 
details how social, moral, spiritual and cultural issues should be 
taught, promotes British values as well as ensuring that students 
learn about other cultures and have the opportunity to discuss 
ideas that encourage equal opportunities and tackle 
discrimination.

Charles Read 
Academy
Grantham

159 4-5 Feb 2015 Requires 
improvement

The broad range of clubs and activities, including assemblies, 
provided during the school day and after school in the enrichment 
programme promotes students’ spiritual, moral, social and 
cultural development well. Students develop a respect for and 
understanding of different faiths, cultures and lifestyles. 
Consequently, students are well prepared for life in modern 
Britain.

SPECIAL 
SCHOOLS
The Horncastle 
St Lawrence 
School

138 16-17 Oct 
2014

Good The school needs to ensure that pupils’ understanding of life in 
modern Britain and of other cultures is promoted as well as other 
aspects of the spiritual, moral and social aspects of their 
development. For example, they have only limited awareness of 
other faiths and cultures and traditions. Spiritual, moral and social 
education is well integrated into the curriculum.  Assemblies and a 
strong personal, social and emotional development curriculum 
help support mutual tolerance and understanding of others’ points 
of view. 
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School NOR Date 
inspected

Overall 
Effectiveness

SMSC

Fortuna School
Lincoln

63 4-5 Dec.2014 Outstanding School leaders promote pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
development extremely well. Pupils have numerous opportunities 
for reflection in assemblies and in lesson activities. Their moral 
development is extremely well promoted through well-chosen 
topics to foster their personal development, and although the 
consistent implementation of the system of rewards and sanctions. 
Pupils learn about diversity through theme days where they 
sample different foods, through assemblies, where, for example, a 
member of the traveller community comes in to talk to pupils and 
through religious education where pupils learn about different 
religions. Pupil’s preparation for life in modern Britain is 
promoted well through, for example, the celebration of world 
religions and Christian festivals. Pupils also learn about 
democracy, applying this to the election of school council 
representatives. The governors are effectively overseeing how 
well the school promotes pupils spiritual, moral, social and 
cultural development and are considering further how British 
values are promoted. Pupils outstanding behaviour impacts very 
strongly on their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 
as they build self esteem, develop excellent relationships with 
others and become very reflective of how well they are doing and 
how they can improve further.

The Phoenix 
School

41 5-6 Feb 2015 Good Opportunities to go on educational visits and to take part in 
special events make an outstanding contribution to students’ 
spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. The academy 
does a great deal to promote British values and to prepare 
students for life in modern British society. The academy works in 
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partnership with a national television company and has had many 
national sporting figures working with students, providing 
inspirational assemblies, workshops and lessons. The academy 
promotes students’ spiritual, social, moral and cultural 
development in all its work and has highly effective systems for 
teaching them about British values. It has full International School 
status and holds the UNICEF Respecting Rights award. Students 
explore their own and other people’s beliefs and feelings, and 
learn about the importance of tolerance and respect. Students are 
taught about their responsibilities as a citizen in British society. 
They learn the differences between right and wrong, both in terms 
of their actions and the actions of others. The school takes 
students to the Somme and to the Holocaust Centre, as well as 
giving them access to direct experiences of other cultures in 
modern Britain.
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