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PLANNING AND REGULATION 
COMMITTEE 

6 SEPTEMBER 2010 
 
PRESENT: COUNCILLOR I G FLEETWOOD (CHAIRMAN) 
 
Councillors P Bedford, D Brailsford, N D Cooper, D R Dickinson, R Hills, D C Hoyes, 
H R Johnson, J M Swanson, M Tinker, T M Trollope-Bellew and S F Williams. 
 
Also in attendance:- Councillors W S Webb (Executive Councillor for Highways and 
Transport), P A Skinner (minute 44(1)), C J T H Brewis (minute 41) and R B 
Singleton-McGuire (minute 44(1). 
 
Apologies for absence:- Councillors M Brookes and S F Kinch. 
 
37. DECLARATIONS OF COUNCILLORS’ INTERESTS 
 
Councillor J M Swanson declared a personal interest in all matters on the agenda 
affecting East Lindsey District Council as a member of the Planning Committee of 
that Council and minute 44(2) as the local Division Member. 
 
Councillor P Bedford declared a personal interest in all matters on the agenda 
affecting the Road Safety Partnership as a member of the Partnership and of the 
Black Sluice Internal Drainage Board as they had been a consultee on the Boston 
Marsh Lane (minute 43(1). He stated that he had attended the meeting of Boston 
Borough Council when minute 43(1) was discussed but had not participated in the 
discussion or voting thereon. 
 
Councillor I G Fleetwood declared both a personal and prejudicial interest in minute 
66(1) as his wife had used the same planning agent and would withdraw from the 
meeting during the discussion and voting thereon. 
 
Councillor R Hills declared a personal interest in all matters on the agenda affecting 
the City of Lincoln as a member of the Planning Committee of that Council and of the 
Upper Witham Drainage Board. 
 
38. MINUTES 
 
RESOLVED 
 
That the minutes of the previous meeting of the Committee held on 26 July 2010 be 
agreed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.  
 
39. COMMONS ACT 2006 – APPLICATIONS TO REGISTER VILLAGE GREENS 
 - SKILLINGTON VILLAGE GREEN 
 
The Committee received a report from Katrina Cope, Team Leader, Democratic 
Services, in connection with an application to register land described as Skillington 
Village Green near to the Blue Horse Inn under the Commons Act 2006. 
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RESOLVED  
 
 That the application to register land described as Skillington Village Green 
 near to the Blue Horse Inn under the Commons Act 2006, be approved. 
 
40. LINCOLN HIGH STREET (SOUTH) ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENTS – 
 PROPOSED TRAFFIC REGULATIONS ORDERS 
 
The Executive Director (Development Services) presented a report on the results of 
the consultations and public advertisement of the Lincoln High Street Environmental 
Improvement scheme (Firth Road to St Catherines) and the related Traffic 
Regulations Orders. 
 
The report detailed the proposals, consultations and comments received following an 
exhibition of the proposals. 
 
RESOLVED (unanimous)  
 
 That the outcomes of the consultations be noted and that the proposed 
 scheme be implemented as publicly advertised and consulted upon. 
 
41. SPEED LIMIT REVIEW – C707 BRIDGE ROAD, LONG SUTTON TO 
 SUTTON BRIDGE 
 
The Executive Director (Development Services) presented a report on a review of the 
route along the C707 from Sutton Bridge to Long Sutton, in collaboration with 
Lincolnshire Road Safety Partnership. 
 
The report detailed the proposals, the objection received and the comments of the 
Executive Director (Development Services) on the objection received. 
 
Councillor C J T H Brewis, the local Division Member, spoke in support of the 
proposals stating that he had spoken to local residents who had expressed their 
enthusiasm for the proposals. 
 
RESOLVED (unanimous)  
 
 That the objection be overruled and the speed limit be implemented. 
 
(NOTE: Cllr N D Cooper arrived at the meeting during discussion of this item and 
took no part in the discussion or voting thereon. He declared a personal interest in all 
matters on the agenda affecting East Lindsey District Council as the Executive 
Councillor for Planning on that Council). 
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42. TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDERS – PROGRESS REVIEW AND PETITIONS 
 RECEIVED 
 
The Committee received a report from the Executive Director (Development 
Services) on all current Traffic Regulation Orders and petitions received since the last 
meeting of the Committee. 
 
RESOLVED 
 
 That the Traffic Regulation Orders be noted and the petitions be received. 
 
43. PLANNING APPLICATIONS RELATING TO COUNTY MATTER 
 DEVELOPMENTS 
 
The Committee received five reports from the Executive Director (Development 
Services) on planning applications relating to County Matter developments. 
 
The results of consultation and publicity were detailed in their reports. 
 
(1) (Application No. B/0477/09) - To construct a gasification power station 
comprising: gasification plant; turbine house; air cooled condenser; waste timber 
delivery, storage and preparation building; sewage sludge delivery, drying and 
storage building; combined two-storey office, control room and workshop building; 
weigh bridge and site security building; site security fence; surfaced vehicle 
manoeuvring and parking area; and construction of access at land at Riverside 
Industrial Estate, Marsh Lane, Boston – Alternative Use Group plc and Alchemy 
Farms Ltd 
 
(NOTE: Councillor I G Fleetwood declared both a personal and prejudicial interest as 
stated in minute 37) and withdrew form the meeting. The Vice-Chairman, Councillor 
R Hills took the chair. 
Councillor R Hills in the chair 
 
Since the publication of the report a response to consultation had been received as 
follows:- 
 
Fishtoft Parish Council - in support of the Parish Council’s objection wish to draw the 
attention of the Planning Committee that the Parish Council have an agreement with 
Anglian Water, which has been in place for at least 9 years, that tanker operating 
times from the site sewage works in Fishtoft is restricted to 07:30am to 6.00pm, 
Monday to Friday.  They have also agreed not to pass the primary school at school 
starting and finishing times. 
 
The Parish Council are strongly opposed to any deviation of these restrictions. 
 
Mr O Grundy, representing the applicant, stated in support of the application:- 
 

1. Gave a technical explanation of the green energy process from waste. 
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2. Boston would benefit as most of its electricity would be produced from green 
waste. 

3. The system already operated successfully in the USA. This was the first 
development in the UK. 

4. It was reliable, produced clean energy, pollution levels were very low, avoided 
contamination and used less fuel. 

5. The process made use of available feed stock and sewerage sludge. 
6. One of the by-products was used in the construction industry. 
7. There were no landfill issues. 
8. Fulltime jobs would be created and potentially more in the long term. 

 
Cllr R B Singleton-McGuire, the local Division Member for Fishtoft, who’s Division 
was adjacent to the Division of the application, was permitted to speak and made the 
following comments:- 
 

1. Stated that he was a Chairman of Fishtoft Parish Council and was here to 
express the concerns of people living in Fishtoft. 

2. He referred to increased vehicle movements outside of the local school in 
Fishtoft and the current restrictions on Anglian Water should also be imposed 
on this application. 

3. The road would not be able to cope with any increased traffic and its condition 
would be aggravated by the increase. 

4. The speed limit had been broken in front of the school. A HGV had been 
clocked doing 50mph outside of the school 

5. He suggested that a condition should be imposed that would require the 
sewerage waste to be transported by a barge from the Anglian Water site to 
the application site. 

 
Councillor P A Skinner, the local Division Member, was permitted to speak and made 
the following comments:- 
 

1. The residents of Scalp Road lived in his electoral Division and had made a 
number of complaints about odour, noise and transport issues. 

2. Scalp Road was already damaged and would be further damaged if this 
application proceeded. 

3. Scalp Road was not 5 meters in width. 
4. Telegraph poles were already leaning due to damage to the verge.  
5. Congestion on Scalp Road due to additional vehicle movements. 
6. Vulnerable clients would be affected, particularly the elderly. 
7. Raised issues in connection with land use planning policy. 
8. No risk assessment had been undertaken. 

 
The Executive Director (Development Services) stated that when Anglian Water’s 
application had been approved Anglian Water had made a financial contribution to 
road improvements. However, there was no additional traffic envisaged for this 
application. The additional improvements as a result of the financial contribution from 
Anglian Water would mitigate the effects of this proposed development. He added 
that the passing of two vehicles on the road was similar to other parts of the highway 
network and passing areas for vehicles already existed. 
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Comments made by the Committee included:- 
 

1. This was the first development of this sort in the UK. 
2. The prevailing wind was from the south west which took any odour from the 

application site to Fishtoft. 
3. The proposal was near a SSSI site and leaching was a possible which could 

affect the SSSI. 
4. This was a new development in the UK and Members needed more details. 
5. It was suggested that an underground pipeline could be used to move the 

sewerage sludge to the application site which would reduce traffic movement. 
6. The application site was part of an industrial area and therefore would fit in to 

the local environment. 
 
It was moved by Councillor N D Cooper and seconded by Councillor H R Johnson, 
that a site visit should be arranged to allow a view of the overall context of the site 
including odour, transport and noise issues. The motion was defeated by four votes 
for and five votes against. 
 
A vote was then taken on the recommendation in the report and it was – 
 
RESOLVED (six votes for and two votes against) 
 
 That planning permission be granted subject to tthe conditions detailed in the 
 report. 
 
(2) Application No. (E) S152/1385/10 - For an anaerobic digestion plant to produce 
“biogas” which would be used to provide electricity and heat for use on the 
applicant’s farm and any excess electricity exported to the national grid at Station 
Farm, Station Road, Sibsey - Staples Brothers Ltd 
 
Since the publication of the report a response to consultation had been received as 
follows:- 
 
East Lindsey District Council (Environmental Health Officer) - should the application 
be approved appropriate conditions are imposed to protect the amenity of nearby 
residential properties to address the following:- 
 

• odour monitoring following receipt of a renewable complaint; 
 

• maximum permitted odour levels at residential properties; 
 

• traffic movements to and from the site be restricted to between 7.00am and 
11.00pm. 

 
Head of Spatial Planning 
 
Condition 4 is amended as follows:- 
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The feedstock materials shall be restricted to vegetables, silage and any other 
biomass or energy crops unless otherwise agreed in writing with the Waste Planning 
Authority. 
 
Councillor J M Swanson enquired whether the reservoir was fenced and whether the 
Fire and Rescue service had been notified about the storage of gas. 
 
The Executive Director (Development Services) stated that the risk assessment in 
connection with the storage of gas was outside of the remit of the planning 
application and agreed to send a note to the Fire and Rescue about this matter and 
added that the site was fenced and therefore contained. 
 
RESOLVED (unanimous) 
 
 That planning permission be granted subject to the conditions detailed in the 
 report and condition 4 being amended as follows:- 
 
 The feedstock materials shall be restricted to vegetables, silage and any other 
 biomass or energy crops unless otherwise agreed in writing with the Waste 
 Planning Authority. 
 
(Councillor D R Dickinson was not present in the meeting and did not vote on the 
application. Councillor J M Swanson requested that his abstention from voting on this 
application should be recorded). 
 
(3) Application No. W127/126207/10 - To install equipment on external elevations to 
address dust issues within the building and provide power through electricity 
generators at Hangar 4, Caenby Corner Industrial Estate, Hemswell Cliff – Hemswell 
Estates Ltd 
 
(NOTE:- Councillors I G Fleetwood and M Tinker declared a personal interest as they 
knew the Director of the Company in his capacity as an ex District Councillor of West 
Lindsey District Council but neither had spoken to the Director about the application). 
 
RESOLVED (unanimous) 
 
 That planning permission be granted subject to the condition detailed in the 
 report. 
 
(4) Application No. S56/1662/10 - To change the use of a domestic garage to a pet 
crematorium at Lake House, Northfield Road East, Market Deeping – Mr R Peters 
 
Resolved (unanimous)  
 
 That planning permission be granted subject to the conditions detailed in the 
 report. 
 
(Councillor T M Trollope-Bellew was not present in the meeting and did not vote). 
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(5) Application No. S56/1663/10 - To change the use of a building to clinical waste 
transfer station at Deeping Gate Trees, Northfield Road East, Market Deeping – Mr R 
Peters 
 
Since the publication of the report a response to consultation had been received as 
follows:- 
 
Environment Agency – the waste transfer station will be covered by an extension to 
the existing Environment Permit and therefore no objection is raised. 
 
RESOLVED (unanimous) 
 
 That, subject to the deletion of “incinerator should not be in operation” in 
 condition 3, planning permission be granted subject to the conditions detailed 
 in the report. 
 
44. DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT-QUARTERLY MONITORING REPORT 
 
The Executive Director (Development Services) presented a report on information 
relating to the development management function for the quarter ended 30 June 
2010. 
RESOLVED 
 
 That the report be noted. 
 
45. NATIONAL PLANNING COMPETENCY FRAMEWORK 
 
The Executive Director (Development Services) presented a report on the 
development of a national competency framework for planners and the level of 
engagement anticipated in the projects. 
 
Comments made by the Committee included the need for the Committee to receive 
information and possibly a presentation of applications for new green energy 
processes from waste. 
 
RESOLVED  
 

1. That the work on the project be noted along with the level of member 
engagement. 

 
2. That the Council’s commitment to the project be affirmed. 

 
46. EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 
RESOLVED 
 
 That under Section 100(A)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be 

excluded from the meeting for the following item on the grounds that it involves 
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the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraph 7, Part 1 of 
Schedule 12(A) of the Act. 

 
47. PLANNING ENFORCEMENT AND MONITORING REPORT 
 
The Executive Director (Development Services) presented a report on enforcement 
investigations, actions taken and closure of cases as at 17 August 2010. 
 
RESOLVED  
 
          That the report be noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The meeting closed at 12:15 pm 


