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COUNTY COUNCIL MEETING – 17 DECEMBER 2010 
 
Statement from: Cllr Mrs P A Bradwell, Executive Councillor for  

Children’s Services & Adult Learning 
 
Children & Young People Now Award 
The County Council has again been recognised for its excellent work in Children’s 
Services.  At the Children and Young People Now Awards held in London on 18 
November, Children’s Services won the Integrated Working Award for its wrap-around 
support for pupils at Tennyson High School. 
 
National Recognition for Lincolnshire Volunteer 
James Adams has won national recognition for his volunteering with young people. 
He is heading to the House of Lords & UK Parliament where he has been short listed 
to become the Sports Leader UK Volunteer Ambassador 2010.  The ceremony takes 
place on 9 December. 
 
James is 18 and has been volunteering with Positive Futures & Off the Bench since 
May 2010.  In this short time he has gone above and beyond what would normally be 
expected and his volunteering has now been recognised by the Sports Leaders UK 
Volunteer Recognition Scheme 2010. 
 
Schools White Paper - The Importance of Teaching 
The White Paper was presented to Parliament on 24 November.  It sets out a 
programme for a schools system with schools freed from the constraints of central 
Government direction and teachers placed firmly at the heart of school improvement. 
 
The paper talks about raising the prestige of the teaching profession and transforming 
the quality of initial training and continuing professional development. 
 
The paper also sets out:- 
• Powers for teachers to improve discipline 
• A vision for transformed school curriculum supported by rigorous assessment and 

qualifications 
• More academies and free schools and a strong strategic role for local authorities 
• Changes to school performance tables, Ofsted inspections and governance 
• A fairer funding system including a pupil premium to channel more money to the 

most deprived children 
• School led school improvement replacing top down initiatives  

 
Full details of the white paper can be found on www.dfe.gov.uk  
 
Birth to Five Service 
The Birth to Five Service continues to go from strength to strength.  They have 
recently been graded as Outstanding by the National Strategies, both as a service 
and for the work they are doing with schools on the Every Child a Talker project.  The 
2010 Foundation Stage Profile outcomes show that the work of this service has 
resulted in Lincolnshire being one of the local authorities in the country who have 
made most progress with their results. 
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The Head of Service, Stephanie Douglas, has recently been invited by the DfE to 
provide input for case studies on the Foundation Stage Profile and 2-year old pilot 
with particular reference to working with disadvantaged pupils.  Stephanie has also 
been asked to be part of national workshop for the Early Years Foundation Stage 
review group. 
 
In addition the work of the team means that Lincolnshire is amongst the LAs with the 
highest percentage of graduates in Private, Voluntary and Independent settings in the 
country. 
 
PRIMARY EDUCATION 
 
Ofsted Inspections 
Since the introduction of the new framework we have had 83 inspections of Primary, 
Junior, Infant or Nursery schools.  
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
This represents an outstanding achievement, as we believe we are the only shire 
county not to have any primary school placed into an Ofsted category under the 
revised framework. 
 
One school was removed from an Ofsted category during inspections last term.  We 
now only have one primary school (Boston Staniland) in an Ofsted category, which 
was being inspected on 23 and 24 November.  We are hopeful that they will be 
removed from this category, however, the school is still recovering from the aftermath 
of 3 teachers being in a very serious car accident earlier in the term. 
 
Securing Level 4s 
We are now focused on securing level 4 and helping the schools who are currently 
‘satisfactory’ to move to ‘good’ and those who are ‘good’ to move to ‘outstanding’.   
 
The projects that we have running involve 141 schools in total and represent a cross-
section of schools in the county: 
 
Every Child Counts (ECC) 

• 24 schools involved 
• A project designed to support special needs children in developing early 

mathematical skills in Key Stage 1 
Every Child a Writer (ECAW) 

• 41 schools involved 
• Developing writing skills 

Maths Specialist Teacher Programme (MaST) 
• 62 teachers taking part in MA training in mathematics 

Digital Media Projects 
• 15 schools in the literacy programme to improve writing 
• 14 schools improving mental mathematics 

Ofsted Judgement Lincolnshire National 
Outstanding 8%   (7 schools) 8% 
Good 45% (37 schools) 43% 
Satisfactory 47% (39 schools) 40% 
Inadequate 0%   (0 schools) 9% 
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Science Project 
• 15 schools improving assessment and attainment in science 

Good to Great Project 
• 15 schools being supported to move from ‘good’ to ‘outstanding’ 

Improving Assessment 
• 18 pairs of schools working in partnership to improve assessment in reading, 

writing and mathematics 
Learning Schools Project 

• 28 schools being supported to improve the quality of learning and secure the 
attainment of children at Level 4 

Securing Level 4 (SL4) Project 
• 14 schools receiving support to raise attainment in either English or 

mathematics dependent on the school needs 
Teaching Early Language and Literacy (TELL) 

• 20 schools being supported in the development of phonics and early reading 
 
Lincolnshire schools are also making their mark nationally and the following schools 
have recently featured in national publications: 
Beyond Words.  Developing Children’s Response to Multimodal Texts – United 
Kingdom Literacy Association 
Metheringham Primary School 
Grantham St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 
Lincoln Manor Leas Infant School 
Alford John Spendluffe Technology College 
Lincoln St Faith CE Infant School 
Grantham Belton Lane Community Primary 
Reading By Six.  How the Best Schools Do It – Ofsted 
Bourne Abbey CE Primary School 
 
SECONDARY EDUCATION 
 
Examination Results 
National figures indicate that the average for Lincolnshire schools is in excess of 6% 
higher than the national average in terms of 5+A*-C including English and Maths. 
 
Ofsted Inspections 
• Louth Cordeaux – Graded Good  
• North Somercotes Birkbeck – Graded Satisfactory  
 
Academies 
In my last statement I reported the opening of two new academies, The Priory Ruskin 
Academy Grantham and The Skegness Academy.  In addition, two further academies 
opened, namely The Giles Academy and Alford Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar 
Academy. 
 
The following are hoping to become academies either before the end of December or 
shortly afterwards depending on approval from the Secretary of State: 
 
• Branston Community College 
• The West Grantham Federation of Schools which includes Corby Glen The 

Charles Read High, Grantham St Hugh’s Maths and Computing College, 
Spitalgate Primary and Earl of Dysart Primary. 
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• Caistor Grammar 
 

Following the recent Headteacher’s briefing, a number of outstanding and good 
schools declared an interest to become an academy in the near future. 
 
14 – 19 
The Comprehensive Spending Review made it clear that the Raising of the 
Participation Age remains on the statute books although the level of responsibility that 
the local authority will have for bringing this about remains unclear under current 
legislation (the Apprenticeships, Skills, Children’s and Learning Act 2009).  Local 
authorities were given responsibility for ensuring availability of, and access to 
sufficient post-16 provision to meet the needs of all 16 and 17 year olds in 2013 and 
to all 16-18 year olds in 2015. 
 
We understand that there will be a reduction in the unit costs of post 16 learning 
suggesting that the levels of funding available to sixth forms, colleges and learning 
providers will be significantly reduced.  This will place considerable pressures on 
providers to increase class sizes and will place small institutions, including sixth 
forms, at risk unless they can collaborate effectively. 
 
SOCIAL CARE 
 
Referrals into Social Care remain high at 456 in September 2010.  Open referrals 
however, remain relatively steady at 3,185 a month, illustrating that the work is being 
managed effectively.  95% of initial assessments were worked within timescale in 
September 2010 whilst 72% of core assessments were held in timescale, a 14% 
increase from August 2010. 
 
The number of children subject to a child protection plan has decreased from 276 in 
October 2009 to 258 in October 2010.  The numbers of looked after children have 
decreased from 545 in July 2010 to 520 in November 2010.  This equates 
approximately to 36.8 per 10,000 of our child population comparing favourably with 
our statistical neighbours of 40 per 10,000 and an English average of 54 per 10,000. 
 
The number of our looked after children in out of county foster placements and 
residential homes remains extremely low at 6% (33) children.  These children have 
complex needs requiring specialist placements unavailable in Lincolnshire. 
 
The Common Assessment Framework (CAF) is becoming firmly embedded in practice 
as a tool for making holistic assessments of children and young people bringing 
agencies together to share information and deliver a co-ordinated plan of support to 
meet unmet need.  Currently 1,659 children and young people have a team around 
the child plan.  The interface with Social Care has continued to develop reducing the 
number of children referred into Social Care.  Current re-referral rate for Social Care is 
17% with the national average being 21.5%. 
 
Children’s Services hosted 8 authorities in September 2010 to share our Ofsted 
outstanding safeguarding successes.  The day was well received with many 
authorities asking for a repeat training event.  We have been shortlisted for the local 
government awards for safeguarding. 
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In addition we hosted the Munro team in September.  Eileen Munro followed this visit 
up herself by meeting practitioners and managers in November.  This visit will feed 
into the final Munro report. 
 
LIFELONG LEARNING SERVICE 
 
Spring Adult Learning Brochure 
The new Spring 2011 Brochure will be available from 20 December 2010.  The 
brochure features over 400 courses including; digital photography, little black dress 
bootcamp, an introduction to British Sign Language, flower arranging, computers for 
work and much more.  To promote the brochure a leaflet drop will be carried out in 
specific areas of Lincolnshire, targeting key groups (including males and ethnic 
minority groups). 
 
As at the end of October, we have over 1,900 learners and over 2,300 people enrolled 
on contracted learning and family learning courses. 
 
Family Learning Celebrates 10 Year Partnership with Skegness Infant School 
Over the past ten years, 120 parents have attended various numeracy and literacy 
based courses at Skegness Infant School to update their skills and undertake relevant 
activities with their children.  Many have gained an OCR nationally recognised 
qualification at level 1 or 2.  To mark the occasion, a plaque was presented by the 
Learning Service to Headteacher Mrs Sue Roy.  All learners that have taken part in 
family learning over the past 10 years were given a special 10 year celebration 
certificate. 
 
£5,000 Donation Boosts Play in Prison 
A £5,000 donation collected at Lincoln Cathedral has been used to support the play 
area at Lincoln Prison.  Donations were collected at Lincoln Cathedral when the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, Rowan Williams, visited last year.  The play area has been 
developed and supported by Family Learning in collaboration with Lincoln Diocesan 
Mothers’ Union and Lincoln Prison.  The play area is to encourage children to engage 
in creative play and prepares Dads for integrating back into family life.  The prisoners 
who take part in the Being Dads Family Learning course have family visits, which 
encourage the whole family to take part in activities together.   
 


