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  Statements/Announcements 
  
COUNTY COUNCIL MEETING – 11 FEBRUARY 2011  
 
Statement from: Cllr Mrs P A Bradwell, Executive Co uncillor for  

Children’s Services & Adult Learning 
 
Academies  
The Academies Bill was passed in July 2010.  The Coalition Government's vision is to 
create a world-beating school system in which every parent has access to a good 
school and all pupils achieve high standards.  The central aims are to raise standards 
for all children, while narrowing the gap between the attainment of the most and least 
advantaged. 
 
The purpose of the Bill is to enable more schools to become academies and give 
them the freedoms and flexibilities they need to continue to drive up standards.  The 
Government is clear that becoming an academy should not bring about a financial 
advantage or disadvantage to a school.  However, academies have greater freedom 
on how they use their budgets, alongside the other freedoms that they enjoy. 
 
Current Academies are as follows: 

• The Priory Federation of Academies: 
− Priory LSST 
− Priory City (formerly Lincoln City School) 
− Priory Witham (formerly Moorland Infants, Usher Junior and Joseph 

Rushton Secondary School) 
− Priory Ruskin (Grantham Church and Grantham Central Schools) 

• Gainsborough Trent Valley (formerly Castle Hills and Middlefield Schools) 
• Skegness Academy (formerly St Clement's College) 
• St George's Academy, Sleaford (formerly St George's College, Ruskington, 

Coteland Secondary and Billingborough, The Aveland Secondary) 
• Old Leake, The Giles - academy from 1 Sept 2010 
• Alford Queen Elizabeth Grammar School - academy from 1 Oct 2010 
• Bourne Abbey Primary - academy from 1 Dec 2010 
• Branston Community College - academy from 1 Dec 2010 
• Caistor Grammar School - academy from 1 Dec 2010 
• Welton William Farr - academy from 1 Jan 2011 

 
Proposed Academy with a tentative transfer date of 1 Feb 2011: 

• West Grantham Federation (comprises Earl of Dysart Primary, Spitalgate CE 
Primary, Corby Glen Charles Read High School and St Hugh's CE Maths and 
Computing College) 

 
A number of other schools are actively making enquiries to convert to academy 
status.  Currently we have about 28% of secondary pupils in academies, which has 
resulted in a formula dedicated schools grant reduction of £2.4m in 2011/12 and by a 
further £1.9m in 2012/13. 
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Schools White Paper - The Importance of Teaching 
The White Paper “The Importance of Teaching” is currently subject to consultation. 
The White Paper makes a number of announcements which aims to reform the whole 
schools system creating a more autonomous one.  Within this changing environment 
the LA has a crucial role to play as strong, strategic champions with three key 
elements  
 

• Acting a champion for parents and families – ensuring that there are enough 
good schools for every child and, through oversight of the admissions system 
and by tackling issues such as school transport, that access to schools 
operates fairly.  

• Supporting vulnerable children – acting on behalf of groups of children who 
need extra support, including children with special educational needs, looked 
after children and those outside mainstream education. 

• Acting as a champion for educational excellence – working both with the local 
family of schools and with individual schools to ensure good and improving 
performance.  Local authorities should challenge and support all schools in 
their area to deliver excellence.  They will bring people together to tackle local 
problems, and broker school to school support to drive improvement. 
 

Over the longer term, the role of the local authority will shift from managing 
maintained provision to one of strategic commissioner. 
 
Other potential changes through the White Paper include:  

• Teacher Training 
• National Curriculum: Assessment, Accountability, League Tables, School 

Funding, Behaviour 
• School Improvement 

 
PRIMARY EDUCATION 
 
Performance in Key Stage 2 
The final results for Key Stage 2 were released in December 2010.  These show 
significant improvement on the provisional results: 
 

• English 81% Level 4, which is 1% above the national figure.  84 % made 2-
levels progress in English which is in line with the national figure but has 
improved from 80% in 2009. 

• Mathematics 81% Level 4, 2% above the national figure.  83 % made 2-levels 
progress in Mathematics which is in line with the national figure and again 
shows improvement on the 2009 figure of 81%. 

 
In the National Indicator 73, which is combined Maths and English Level 4+, we 
achieved 74%, 1% above the national figure.   
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SECONDARY EDUCATION 
 
Results 
The validated GCSE examination results published in the DfE Achievement and 
Attainment Tables on 13 January 2011 demonstrate, yet again, that secondary 
schools in Lincolnshire provide an excellent education for our young people.  The  
5A*-C including English and Maths pass rate at 59.3% rose by 3% and is 5.7% above 
the National average.  Three schools achieved an outstanding 100% pass rate 
against this measure: Caistor Grammar School, Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar School 
in Horncastle and Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar School in Alford.  The 5A*-C results 
increased to 80.4%, 5% above the national average.  96% of all Year 11 children 
achieved 5A*-G. 
 
In addition, four schools are in the top 5% of schools nationally in terms of the 
progress made by pupils from Key Stage 2 (year 6) to Key Stage 4 (year 11).  These 
are: 

• The Priory Witham Academy, Lincoln 
• The Giles School, Old Leake 
• The George Farmer School, Holbeach 
• De Aston School, Market Rasen 

 
English Baccalaureate 
The Coalition Government introduced a new measure in 2010.  Dubbed the "English 
Baccalaureate", it measures the proportions of pupils achieving higher grades (A*-C) 
in a group of 5 subject areas namely English, Maths, Science, Humanities (History or 
Geography) and Languages.  The current figure for Lincolnshire schools (18.2%) 
exceeds the national average of 15.5%; 16 of our schools exceed 40% for this 
measure.  This measure was introduced in late 2010, even though this year's figure 
will relate to curriculum decisions made by pupils back in 2008.  The introduction of 
this new indicator is likely to act as a stimulus for a change in the subjects offered in 
schools’ Key Stage 4 curriculum but such changes will take up to two years to make 
an impact. 
 
Post-16 
At Post 16, Lincolnshire students continue to achieve more points per candidate than 
in many other areas, making them eminently well qualified to continue to the best 
universities.  On this measure, Lincolnshire was the best authority of the local 
authorities that form the group of statistical neighbours. 
 
Ofsted 
Only one school is in an Ofsted category and the local authority has begun 
consultation on a proposal to close this school.  Seven schools have been inspected 
since September 2010.  Of these, three were judged good and four satisfactory.  Of 
the satisfactory schools, three were non-selective and so adversely affected by the 
attainment indicator.  It is noteworthy that the other satisfactory school was a grammar 
school. 
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14-19 
On behalf of the Department for Education (DfE), the Young People’s Learning 
Agency (YPLA) released in late December, the new Statutory Guidance for the 
funding and commissioning of 16-19 learning (to age 25 for learners with learning 
difficulties and/or disabilities).  The requirements are strongly influenced by the 
Raising of the Participation Age to 17 by 2012 and to 18 by 2013.  The legal 
requirement (introduced in the Apprenticeships, Skills, Children and Learning (ASCL) 
Act of 2009) on local authorities is to ensure that there is sufficient appropriate 
learning provision in schools, colleges and independent providers for ALL young 
people 16-19 (25).  The Statutory Guidance explains the Strategic Commissioning 
role of the Council and the need to maintain systems for cultivating the market and 
dialogue with learning providers both collectively and individually so that the provision 
they offer matches the needs of young people, particularly the most vulnerable. 
However, there is no requirement for detailed conversations with Further Education 
and Independent providers about the quality of their provision. although this obligation 
remains with regard to school sixth forms.  As a result, the 14-19 Planning and 
Allocations team that fulfils these roles for the Council will be restructured to reflect 
this shift in responsibilities. 
 
The funding announcements also mean significant reductions in per-capita funding 
and overall funding for all our 16-19 (25) learning providers.  The reduction includes a 
capping of the maximum size of the post-16 learning programme that will be funded.  
However, the biggest reduction will be felt by school sixth-forms whose per-capita 
funding is being reduced to the same quantum as colleges of further education.  
Transitional funding will be tapered-off over the next three years.  These changes are 
expected to result in an increase in class sizes and the elimination of some minority 
subjects.  The 14-19 team is working closely with providers to encourage collaboration 
so that these minority subjects can continue through partnership.  Those sixth-forms 
most affected by the changes are being discussed with Children’s Services finance 
team so that planning support can be offered where schools are also suffering 
reductions in funding 11-16. 
 
Special School and Mainstream Specialist Unit Revie w 
Over the last 12 months the County Council has undertaken a substantial review of 
special schools and mainstream specialist unit provision.  This review has involved a 
wide range of stakeholders at every stage and the resultant report and 
recommendations have been consulted upon through a schedule of public meetings, 
publications and through the committee structure of the council.  The feedback from 
the consultation has been overwhelmingly positive.  Where concerns have been 
raised by parents and carers, these have been thoroughly assessed and some minor 
changes have been made to the recommendations where judged appropriate.  The 
County Council is committed to act upon the thirteen recommendations and will seek 
to develop an affordable and timely delivery plan to realise them in the seven districts 
as part of the Council's "Direction of Travel" for children and young people with special 
educational needs. 
 
Arts 
On Saturday 15 January 2011 I attended the official opening of the Schools Art 
Exhibition at the Sam Scorer Gallery in Lincoln.  This inspiring exhibition featured 
work from young people aged 5-18 years from schools in Boston, East Lindsey, 
Lincoln, and West Lindsey.  It clearly demonstrated the wealth of artistic talent from 
young people within our county and ran from 12 January to 6 February.  It was the 



5 

second in a series of exhibitions, the first of which was held at the Stamford Art 
Gallery from 10 July to 7 August 2010, and featured work from schools in North 
Kesteven, South Holland and South Kesteven.  That exhibition was also a great 
success, with high numbers of people wanting to admire the work created by young 
people within their area. 
 
The grand finale of exhibitions will be the County Schools Exhibition to be held at the 
Usher Gallery from 25 June to 31 July 2011, which will be an opportunity to bring 
together high quality art work from across the county to be displayed in a national 
venue.  The themes of the exhibition will be linked to the Cultural Olympiad: 
Friendship, Determination, Excellence, Inspiration, Courage, Respect, Equality and a 
depiction of any activities included in the 2012 Olympics and Paralympics. 
 
SOCIAL CARE  
 
Referrals into Social Care have increased from 278 in December 2009 to 363 in 
December 2010, reflecting the increased professional identification of need and public 
awareness of safeguarding.  Open referrals, however, continue to remain stable at 
3,043 for December 2010 compared to 2,954 this time last year.  This illustrates that 
the flow through and closure of work is being managed effectively. 
 
The percentage of initial assessments held in timescale remains over our target of 
83% at nearly 84%, with a corresponding month on month increase. 
 
The percentage of core assessments authorised in timescale has increased per 
month to 77% (in December 2010) from a low baseline of 59% almost reaching our 
target of 80%.  This is an excellent achievement given our statistical neighbours 
overall 67.50% completed in timescale for 2009/10. 
 
The number of children subject to a child protection plan has slightly decreased over 
the year from 250 in December 2009 to 244 in December 2010.  This equates to 17.4 
of our under 18 population compared to our statistical neighbours average in 2009/10 
of 25.7.  Our numbers are relatively low owing to our successful intervention under our 
Children in Need and Team around the Child processes. 
 
Our numbers of Looked after Children have fallen to 504 (December 2010) equating 
to 36 per 10,000 of our under 18 population fully meeting our target as compared to 
the English average of 58.0 per 10,000.  This is a testimony to the success of our 
preventative services which are working with families to keep children within their own 
homes. 
 
We hosted Eileen Munro and her team in November 2010, when she met the Director 
of Children’s Services, Management Team and groups of social workers.  Ms Munro 
was impressed with our safeguarding work, our tapestry of preventative services and 
the high morale of social care staff. 
 
Children Services are developing a multi-agency programme to meet the complex 
needs of families by pooling budgets and resources.  Lincolnshire County Council is a 
pilot authority (one of 16) to develop a new approach to helping families with multiple 
problems by developing new funding mechanisms and ways of resourcing 
interventions.  Such an approach will ensure a more holistic joined up approach to 
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meet the whole family’s need across adults/children and partnership services 
involving schools and local communities.   
 
We have been shortlisted for the prestigious local government award for 
Safeguarding, the result of which will be announced in March. 
 
LIFELONG LEARNING SERVICE  
 
Big Society Agenda  
Eight of our providers have been successful in securing additional funding to support 
the Big Society Agenda.  This will see an increase in the number of courses to support 
the Big Society Agenda across volunteering, community groups and employability 
skills in areas including Louth, Caistor and Bourne. 
 
Follow us on Facebook or Twitter  
Current learners and future learners can receive daily updates about the learning 
service via Facebook and Twitter.  The social media platforms will be used to inform 
‘followers’ about new courses and activities happening across Lincolnshire and seek 
to engage with our older learners. 
 
Skills Funding Agency  
We have recently submitted our bid to tender for the 2011-2012 Personal and 
Community Development Learning provision.  This is the first year we have been 
required to submit a detailed bid to register our ‘expression of interest’.  In addition, 
we have also included bids to fund Specialist Learners with Learning Difficulties 
provision and Single Skills.  We expect to hear the outcome of our bid in the near 
future. 
 


