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COUNTY COUNCIL MEETING – 11 FEBRUARY 2011  
 
Statement from: Cllr E J Poll, Executive Councillor  for  

Economic Development 
 
ECONOMIC REGENERATION/SPATIAL PLANNING  
 
Recessionary times are often those when it is most important to continue to invest in 
new economic infrastructure to help promote new businesses and facilitate the 
creation of new jobs, for example in central Lincoln where site assembly for the East 
West Link Road is continuing and Boston and Grantham where we are planning to 
start works on the Market Place refurbishments this summer. 
 
The success of our policy of careful investment in new economic infrastructure is 
also evidenced by our new Eventus Business Centre at Market Deeping achieving 
40% occupancy during its first 6 months of full operation, and ahead of schedule, 
and also by a general upturn in successful business investment enquiries with 105 
successful investments this financial year against a projected target of 60. 
 
The Local Enterprise Partnership met in early December.  The Lincolnshire LEP was 
one of the first in the country to meet and Ursula Lidbetter, Chief Executive of 
Lincolnshire Co-operative, was elected chairman.  The LEP has been actively 
encouraging applications from Lincolnshire to the first round of the Regional Growth 
Fund (RGF) and will seek support from the Fund for Teal Park, a National Centre for 
Agronomy and Crop Science, and the development of Lincoln Castle. 
 
CULTURAL SERVICES  
 
From the end of January, libraries across the county will be encouraging people to 
recommend their favourite reads.  The ‘Read Me’ bookmark promotion will 
encourage readers to tell others why they enjoyed a certain book.  The promotion 
will encourage people to broaden their reading horizons and to borrow more books. 
 
To encourage greater access to our collections, library members will soon be able to 
access e-Audio books online.  Members will be able to download up to 600 e-Audio 
book titles 24 hours a day to either a laptop or portable media player.  E-books will 
be available in the next couple of months. 
 
The popularity of the Cultural Collection’s website has shown us that web visitors 
have an appetite for online access to our collections.  Currently the website provides 
access to over 5,000 images from our archives and is ranked as one of the Council’s 
top 10 most visited pages.  This year a new website ‘Lincs to the Past’ will be 
launched, making over 500,000 images available to the public.  The website is 
designed and the new site will be launched in the spring. 
 


